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cranys. There be greet byrdes as bigge as bestes and ronae
verve faste but thei can not flie. The people kylle them with
ther bowis and arowis1 orbolados2. The people be gentiles and
idolatras, thei be not of long life for he that liveth 40 yere is
taken for very olde. The ilond meroe is in 8 degrees. On the
other parte of nilo and meroe toward ponyent is the other
ethiop toward the Occident, and the provinces called esperios
and garamantas, and bordres with those of libia which be
the maruseos and getulas and marmaridas, and more toward
ponyent be the negrotes and mamsios. All this lond of ethiop ethiop^ f
and libia that is toward ponyent is a land fertill and grete plenty and ma
of catell and moche gold and esteme it litle. Ther be many
wylde bestes. The people of iibia be ferce and grete honters of
them and kylle them with bowes standing upon trees. Thei be
gret archers and the women fight aswel as the men. Moche part
of the people be blacke and ther here shorte and courlde and
honour the sonne, and the ethlops of the orient adore ther king
and be to him very obedient. In this libia be many trees
aromaticons and many pretious stones and ther be gret desertes
wherein be dyvers kindes of serpentes.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        fol. 49^
Xow THAT we have spoken of the asia unto euphrates and of
egipt and ethiopa we shal now speke of aifrica and libia that affrica
joyneth with it. This affrica is devided by the nilo from asia and
by a! the other paites it is compassed by the see mediterraneo
and the occyant see. It hath of longitude 8oo3 leges and of
latitude 600 leges and 500 in some places, but by the nilo and
ethiope it hath more than 1000 leges of latitude-*. Yt is said that
this aftrica is the thirde part of the devysion, and of others it is
said that arlriea and europa is as rnoche as asia, and other saies
that arnica is die lest of the iij, but this dowte is not to be
regarded here but onelie to knowe that this affrica and libia is a
: The reference is, cf course, ro ostriches. It is possible that the old
story of the pigmies and the cranes was derived from rock paintings
of ostrich hunting scenes. The material for much of this section is to
be found in Strabo, !oc. cit.
2 The Spanish word arbilados means wooded or masted.
3 45 ic; nearly correct, measuring from the Nile.
4 These dimensions are roughly correct, taking 4 miles to a league.